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The relatives come to visit from Virginia and everyone has a wonderful time.
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Do you remember being told as a child that some relatives (whom you didn't really recall) were

coming to visit? If so, this book will evoke all of the trepidition and excitement of those days . . . not

to mention the scattered inconveniences you experienced, that were quickly forgotten in oceans of

warm acceptance.The strength of the book is in its illustrations, which warmly capture emotional

closeness, like being tucked into bed by your Mom after a wonderful but tiring day. For those

illustrations, The Relatives Came won a Caldecott Honor Award in 1986 that is well deserved.The

images are very happy, soft and fuzzy all at the same time. The illustrations look as though they

were produced with pastel pencils using very fine points, constantly sharpened. With rounded faces

and bodies, everyone seems very open and comfortable in hospitable surroundings. I have rarely

seen a book that sets a better illustrated tone for a friendly family gathering. It caused me to recall

my favorite family reunions.The story is not as strong as the illustrations, but is more than adequate.

One part of the family lives in Virginia and is leaving before the grapes are ready to be picked. They

get up at 4 a.m. and drive straight through in a food and luggage packed station wagon. They leave



the same way, weeks later, after having spent a happy summer camping inside the relative's house

they visit. The initial nervousness and homesickness give way to missing their relatives, based on

the happy times they share together that summer. The solution? Do it again next summer!The story

is designed to pick up on the physical aspects of closeness, and use those to convey a connection

to emotional closeness. For people who are kinesthetically oriented, this story will be gripping and

realistic.
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